
 

  
Walmart Powers Facilities with Solar Energy 

Estimated total renewable energy generated equal to powering more than 1,300 homes annually  
 
At Walmart, we believe being a profitable and efficient business goes hand-in-hand with being a good steward of the 
environment. In an effort to reach our goal of being supplied by 100 percent renewable energy, we are finding more 
ways to implement and utilize renewable energy sources in our stores, Sam’s Club locations and distribution centers.  
 
In May 2007, Walmart announced a major purchase of solar power from three solar power providers, BP Solar, 
SunEdison LLC, and PowerLight, a subsidiary of SunPower Corporation, for Walmart stores, Sam’s Clubs and 
distribution centers in Hawaii and California. Part of a pilot project was to determine solar power viability for Walmart. 
We have successfully completed 20 of those installations. In 2008, these systems produced more than 7 million 
kilowatt-hours (kWh) of clean, renewable energy. Many of these systems came online during the last year and we 
expect a full year’s production from all of these systems to reach 16 to 18 million kWh, and could reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions by an estimated 6,000 to 8,000 metric tons per year. 
 
In April 2009, Walmart announced it had entered a joint solar development agreement with BP Solar to install solar 
panels on an additional 10 to 20 Walmart facilities in California by 2011. The expansion is expected to generate 8 
million to 16 million kWh of renewable power each year and reduce more than 10,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide 
(CO2) emission annually*. These reductions are equivalent to:  

• CO2 emissions from 1.2 million gallons of gasoline consumed*  
• CO2 emissions from more than 24,160 barrels of oil consumed*  
• CO2 emissions from more than 432,000 propane cylinders used for home barbeques*  
• Carbon sequestered annually by more than 2,300 acres of pine or fir forests*  
• Greenhouse gas emissions avoided by recycling more than 3,000 tons of waste instead of sending it to the 

landfill * 
This project is expected to create about 130 jobs, including engineering, design, and installer technician jobs. Smaller 
numbers of workers will be engaged during the periods leading up to and following peak construction.  

So what does Walmart’s solar program mean?  
The expansion project, in addition to the 20 solar arrays currently installed at Walmart facilities are expected to: 

• Generate up to 32 million kWh of renewable energy per year - the equivalent of powering more than 2,600 
homes*; 

• Avoid producing more than 10,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions per year - the equivalent of 
taking more than 2,000 cars off the road; 

• Provide 20 to 30 percent of each location’s total electric energy needs.  

How does this expansion build on Walmart’s other renewable energy efforts?  
• In May 2007, Walmart announced a major purchase of solar power from three solar providers, BP Solar, 

SunEdison LLC, and PowerLight, a subsidiary of SunPower Corporation, for up to 22 combined Walmart stores, 
Sam’s Club locations and a distribution center in Hawaii and California.  

• In November 2008, Walmart announced a major purchase of wind energy that will supply up to 15 percent of the 
retailer’s total energy load in approximately 350 Texas stores and other facilities.  

• In Puerto Rico, the company is planning to outfit five stores with solar panels this year, with the potential for 23 
stores in the next five years. 

 
To read more about Walmart’s sustainability initiatives, visit walmartstores.com 
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* According to the calculator found at www.epa.gov 
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